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APTA at a glance

➢ Previously known as the Bangkok Agreement which was signed in 1975
➢ Initial members included Bangladesh, India, Laos, the Republic of Korea, and Sri Lanka
➢ China acceded to the BA in October 2001.
➢ Name was changed to APTA on 02nd November 2005 and entered into force on 01st 

September 2006.
➢ Mongolia acceded in 29th September 2020
➢ Approach: Positive List
➢ Initially focused only on trade in goods.
➢ With the name change to the APTA in 2005, this Agreement mandated for expansion of 

coverage to other areas of cooperation. 
➢ Accordingly, the Framework Agreements on Promotion, Protection and Liberalization of 

Investment, trade facilitation and trade in services were signed in 2009 and 2011 during 
the fourth round of APTA negotiations.



APTA : Product Coverage (Positive List) 

Country Number of HS-6 Tariff Lines Special Concessions for LDCs

Bangladesh 598 4

China 2,191 181

India 3,142 48

South Korea 2,797 951

Sri Lanka 568 75

Lao PDR 999 -

Mongolia 366 -
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APTA : Rules of Origin

1. Wholly obtained products

2. Products not wholly produced or obtained

 

Non-LDCs:

Min. DVA of 45% the FOB 

Regional Cumulation : Min. Regional Aggregate Content (RAC) is 60% of the FOB

LDCs:

Min. DVA of 35% of the FOB

Regional Cumulation : Min. Regional Aggregate Content (RAC) is 50% of the FOB 



Exports and Imports under APTA (USD Mn)
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Total Exports to South Korea vs APTA Exports (USD million)
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Product Diversification to Korea  under APTA

2008 2010 Now

Rubber gloves (45.6%)

Coconut Textile (27.5%)

Solid Tyres (10.2 %)

Tea (6.8%)

Garments (4.5%)

Activated carbon (2.5%)

Porcelain(1.3%)

Decorative Ceramic Products (0.5%)

Coco peat (0.09%)

Herbs (0.05%)

Rubber gloves (40%)

Tea (5%)

Activated carbon (5%)

Garments (16%)

Solid Tyres (13%)

Coconut Textile (9%)

Porcelain(9%)

Garments (48%)

Activated carbon (14%)

Rubber gloves (13.2%)

Coconut Textile (6.2%)

Tea (3.6%)

Solid Tyres (2.6 %)

Porcelain(1.2%)

Vegetable products n.e.s. (1.2%)
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