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Tunis chosen as permanent seat of the Arab Organization of Information and Communication Technologies
A Tunisian delegation led by Mr. Montassar Ouaili, Minister for Communication Technologies took part in the 11th session of the of the Maghrebi inter-ministerial Council in charge of postal services and communication technologies in Algiers, from February 28 to March 1, 2005.
During the meeting, Mr. Ouaili highlighted the importance that Tunisia attaches to the ICT's following President Ben Ali's strategy to give the sector a pioneering role in the setting up of a knowledge society. The Minister also stressed the importance Tunisia gives to the participation of Arab countries to the next World Summit on the Information Society. He said that Tunisia had been unanimously chosen as the Organization's permanent seat .

This meeting takes place at a time when Tunisia, in collaboration with the international community, is intensifying its preparation for the second phase of WSIS that the country will host in November of this year.

The first phase of the WSIS took place in Geneva in 2003, since then, a number of regional and international preparatory meetings have been held in view of the oncoming Tunis Summit. 
Work is underway on Tunisia’s biggest international airport
The Tunisian daily Le Quotidien writes that civil engineering work on an international airport in Enfidha located some 75 kilometres from Tunis, has started. The new airport will ease the pressure on the capital’s airport ‘Tunis-Carthage’ while giving a new impetus to the region’s economy.

With a total cost of 600 million Tunisian dinars, the new airport will have a capacity of 30 million passengers a year. It will cover an area of 5700 hectares and will necessitate the participation of several local and international engineering companies. It is expected to be operational by 2008.

Its ideal location at the crossroads between the tourist resorts of Nabeul, Hammamet, Sousse and Kairouan is attracting foreign investors. An Italian engineering company has already started construction work for a nearby industrial area for 180 Italian companies that will relocate in the area. According to Le Quotidien, some Italian investors are planning to build a Marina in Hergla, near Sousse. The newspaper adds that once completed the new international airport whose name is still not known, will be attributed on the basis of a 40- year lease to an international company.

Apart from ‘Tunis -Carthage’ the country’s biggest airport, there are currently 6 international airports in Tunisia, namely in Djerba, Gafsa, Tozeur, Monastir, Sfax and Tabarka. More than 5 million tourists visit Tunisia each year. 
Following the Geneva WSIS preparatory meeting (Prepcom 2) the Tunis Summit is taking shape
In its latest issue, the independent Tunisian weekly information magazine "Realités" has devoted a feature article to the Geneva WSIS preparatory meeting (prepcom 2) that was held on February 16-18, 2005. The magazine writes that thanks to the consensus achieved among the 1700 delegates present at the Geneva meeting, the Tunis November 2005 World Summit on Information Society is ‘gradually taking shape.’ 

On the two issues of the financing of the information and communication technologies (ICT’s) and that of internet governance, the delegates have identified the key issues on which the Tunis Summit will have to decide upon.

On the first issue of the financing of ICT’s , following the detailed study made by a work group set up by the United Nations Secretary General , the digital solidarity Fund (DSF) has agreed to reduce the digital gap by contributing to the existing task force on financial mechanisms ( TFFM). The Fund is currently managed by a foundation based in Geneva that decides on the contribution and utilization criteria of the fund’s resources. Presently 60% of its resources are allocated to the less developed countries, 30% to developing countries and 10% to industrialized countries as well as those countries whose economy is in a state of transition.

On the issue of internet governance the meeting has agreed that the issue of internet governance goes well beyond the attribution of IP addresses and domain names and a consensus was achieved as to the necessity of improving international coordination of the internet.

The magazine adds that the Tunis Summit will feature a new structure namely one that will group together high level round table discussions and discussion panels. This will give the heads of states and governments the opportunity of interacting with the leaders of both industry and civil society on the future of the information society. The public will also be invited to take part in the discussions. 
