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President Ben Ali addresses messages to Quartet’s members

In light of the present developments in the Middle-East region, President Ben Ali as current president of the Arab Summit undertook a move directed to the Quartet’s members, USA, Russia, UN and the European Commission, consisting in addressing messages to President George Walker Bush, Vladimir Putin, Kofi Annan and Jose Manuel Marrozo.


In these message, the Head of State reminds that Tunisia has spared no effort to help bring about a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in this region, in order to put an end to several decades of conflicts and suffering, to guarantee the Palestinian people’s national rights and provide all peoples of the region wit the opportunity to co-exist peacefully in a climate of security and stability and to dedicate themselves to reconstruction and development.


Within following up the resolutions of the Arab Tunis, the Head of State reminded that the Arab States’ reasserted, on the occasion of the Summit, their attachment to a just and lasting peace as a strategic choice for the settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict : this was a clear message, based on the Arab peace initiative, on the relevant resolutions of the international legality and on the implementation of the road map adopted by the U.N. Security Council in its resolution 1515, of November 19, 2003.


In order to pursue the consultation on regional and international issues of common concern, the Head of State expressed his conviction that the Quartet share his view on the need to intensify the international efforts to stimulate the peace process, notably within present encouraging signs and in light of the sustained efforts exerted by the new Palestinian leadership in this direction, President Ben Ali added that he is confident that the Quartet members will pursue their good offices and urge the concerned parties to abide by their commitments to implement the road map, lay the foundations of peace in the region and build and independent Palestinian state.

United Nations : Secretary General’s report on Millenary’s objectives emphasized Tunisia’s performance


The UN Secretary General’s report on “Investment in development, a practical plan to meet the Millenary’s objectives” emphasized the capacities of a country as Tunisia which is deprived of natural resources, to achieve an outstanding performance in the field of human development.


Tunisia could actually achieve the Millenary’s objectives set by the United Nations; poverty reduction to 4.2% children mortality lowering to 22 per thousand, improvement of mother health, promotion of education, strengthening of gender equality and empowerment of women.


These results reflect Tunisia’s progress in the socio-economic fields thanks to an efficient demographic policy aimed at mastering the demographic growth while promoting the human resources. The last population census (2004) show a rate of demographic growth which did not exceed 1.21% during the last decade against 2.35% during the preceding decade.


The positive results registered by Tunisia in the field of human development are generated by a comprehensive approach for human promotion as instrument of development.

Tunisia-USA : Scott Carpenter hails Tunisia’s social and economic achievements


The US Deputy Undersecretary of State for the Near-East Affairs, in charge of the follow up of the US – Middle East Partnership Initiative (MEPI), Mr. J. Scott Carpenter, affirmed at a news conference held in Tunis, that Tunisia had managed to establish a solid platform of progress and social and economic growth which is reflected in the achievements carried out notably in the fields of education and women’s rights.


He added that this solid platform provides Tunisia with the possibility  of being at the forefront in matters of democratic building-up.


Furthermore, he said he was convinced that the 2nd phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, due to be held in Tunis, will be a success, noting that this Summit which will gather government officials and civil society delegates, will provide the occasion to highlight the Tunisian model regarding the building up of the Information Society.


On the other hand, he said his visit had allowed him to get acquainted with the enviable level of progress reached in Tunisia : “what we notice more particularly is the courage with which Tunisian is making great steps forward and taking great initiatives in matters of democracy”. He went on saying that he had also deduced from this visit, the means to further reinforce the Tunisian-American dialogue, that for the United States, Tunisia is worthy for the job of disseminating democratic reform and liberty. :we can work together for the benefit of peace and stability in the world, he declared, adding that Tunisia, which has taken the initiative to this end can be the vanguard in this field as well”. The US official stressed that the last Arab Summit which met in Tunis, was crowned with positive results because it called for the implementation of a programme of reforms/


As regards the US-Middle East Partnership Initiative(MEPI), he said that it aims mainly to consolidate the option of reform in the economic, social and political fields in the Middle East region.

Washington Times : “Tunisia, an Arab country where democracy works well”

The Washington Times published in its issue of January 23, 2005, an article by Margin Sieff Upi chief political correspondent and great reporter in the Middle-East entitled “Tunisia, an Arab country where democracy works well.”

Martin Sieff writes : Tunisia is , or rather should be, a textbook case for Bush administration policy makers wresting with the dilemma of how to “drain the swamp” of Middle-East poverty, extremism and religious fanaticism that produced the menace of Al-Qaeda and other implacable networks of international terrorism.


Tunisia is the invisible nation of the Arab world in American eyes, and there is a very good reason why this is so : it confounds so many people’s hostile stereotypes of the Arab world. Here, after all, is an Arab nation long colonized by a Western imperial power, France, with which it has been on excellent terms for decades. It is stable, it is prosperous, even though it has no oil deposits to fall back upon and it has been reliably pro-western for generations and, most important of all, it is a successful, functioning democracy.

Tunisia-European Union : EU’s current president hails Tunisia’s good economic performance


The fifth session of Tunisia-European Union Association Council held in Brussels gave the two parties the occasion to clarify some issues and take stock together of Tunisia’s achievements and prospects.


The EU’s current president Mr. Jean Asselborn commended President Ben Ali’s eletoral programme’s content and hailed Tunisia’s good economic performance despite a particularly difficult international conjuncture. He also underlined the EU’s interest to strengthen its cooperation and social dialogue with Tunisia.


For his part, Mr. Abdelbaki Hermassi, Minister for Foreign Affairs outlined Tunisia’s achievements as from the council’s last session and emphasized the pursuit of the political, economic and social reforms. He expressed satisfaction at the increase of the trade exchanges between Tunisia and the European Union and called for raising the level of investment within a solidaristic partnership and consolidating the cooperation in scientific and technological research as well as in protecting the environment and struggling against desertification.


On the other hand, Mr. Hermassi called for further strengthening the cooperation in the social field in order to promote employment, facilitate the circulation of persons between Tunisia and the Union’s member countries and settle issues related to immigration within a co-development policy aimed at promoting the work and stay conditions of the Tunisian expatriates in those countries. He also underlined Tunisia’s role in promoting regional stability and integration and its action aimed at fostering the dialogue of civilizations and cultures, more particularly on Tunisia’s celebration of the Mediterranean Year, 2005.


After the Council’s fifth session’s close, a news conference was held and during which Mr. Hermassi and Mr. Asselborn underscored the positive results of the meeting and Tunisia’s pioneer role in the region as first country having signed an association agreement with the European Union.

