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Tunisia expresses “satisfaction” at progress towards new constitution in Iraq
In a statement issued on October 15, 2005,     following  the Iraqis vote on a new constitution, the Ministry  of  Foreign affairs of Tunisia expressed its “satisfaction at the positive steps made towards adopting a new constitution” in Iraq.

“Tunisia follows with all attention current developments in the Iraqi political process aimed at anchoring the bases of the modern Iraqi state. It expresses its satisfaction at the positive steps made towards adopting a new constitution in the country," said the statement.

“On this occasion,  Tunisia reiterates its support for the brotherly people of Iraq and expresses its hope that this new step will help Iraq recover its security and stability so that it can devote itself to the objectives of re-construction and development for the good of all the Iraqi people.” added the statement

In solidarity with Pakistan’s earthquake victims, Tunisia sends emergency relief

A Tunisian military cargo plane carrying 14 tons of first aid relief supplies left Tunis for Pakistan on Thursday, October 13, 2005. The supplies include foodstuff and medical supplies, as well as covers and tents, for the victims of the earthquake which hit north-east areas of Pakistan, leaving an estimated 35,000 people dead and millions of people without shelter.

Final preparations before Tunis WSIS: Negotiation Group to meet from October 24 to 28 in Geneva, while resumed Prepcom- 3 will reconvene in Tunis on November 13-15, 2005

As mandated by Prepcom-3 of the Tunis phase of the WSIS in its closing session on September 30 in Geneva, the Prepcom Bureau has decided on the dates and the modalities of both the intersessional negotiation work ahead of the Tunis Summit, and those of the resumed Prepcom-3 back to back to the Tunis Summit. Both meetings aim at leveling off pending issues, before the start of the Tunis WSIS. 
The  Negotiation Group will also meet in Geneva from October 24 to 28,2005 in two consecutive sessions. The first session which is due to take place on October 24-25, 2005 will try and finalize the negotiations on the political chapeau and on the paragraphs remained in brackets in chapter 2 of the operational part. From October 26 to 28, the Group will aim to finalize the negotiations on chapters one and four of the operational part of the final documents of the Tunis phase. The Group’s meetings are part of an intergovernmental negotiation process.

The Prepcom’s Bureau has also decided to reconvene Prepcom-3 on November 13-15, 2005 in Tunis that is back to back with the Tunis Summit which is due to take place from November 16-18, 2005. The resumed Prepcom which will last for 3 days, will begin with a plenary meeting. The modalities of work of the resumed prepcom will follow the rules set up for the Prepcom procedure, including the participation of observers in plenary and sub-committee meetings. 

WSIS: the signing of an agreement between Tunisia and the UNDP helping developing nations' s to attend the Tunis Summit

Tunisia and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) signed an agreement aiming at helping NGO's from developing countries to attend the World Summit on the Information Society scheduled in Tunis from November 16-to 18, 2005. 

The project aims at facilitating the participation of associations and NGO’s from less developing countries, to the World Summit on the Information Society. It also funds the organization of parallel activities during the summit and seeks to promote south –South and North-South cooperation following the November event.
Tunisian Chamber of Advisors holds its first ordinary session, elects speaker

The Tunisian Chamber of Advisors, the country's newly-established upper house of parliament, held its first ordinary session Wednesday, October 12,  2005.

During the session, the Chamber elected Mr Abdallah Kallel as its speaker. It also elected the first and second deputy speakers, respectively Mr. Mekki Alaoui and Mrs. Naziha Zarrouk. It then proceeded with the election of the members of the chamber’s seven permanent committees.

The newly- elected speaker said the new chamber constitutes "a new milestone in the strengthening of the powers of the legislative branch in Tunisia”. 

According to the Constitution, the 126-member Chamber of Advisors includes 14 members from each of three main professional unions and federations (the employer’s federation, the trade unions and the farmers' union), 43 members representing various regions of the country (1 or 2 for each Governorate/ provinces  depending on its population), and 41 members who are appointed by the Head of State based on national competence.

Prior to the inauguration of the new upper chamber, legislative power was assumed by one single body, the Chamber of Deputies, which is comprised of 189 members and is elected by direct universal suffrage. Elected officials (members of the Chamber of Deputies and city council members) constitute the Electors to the Council of Advisors

The new chamber, created by the 2002 constitutional reform, aims to help widen the participation of various regions, unions and organizations in public life and in the legislative process in particular.

Two ladies elected deputy speakers at both chambers of Parliament

The opening sessions of the two chambers of Parliament were marked by the election of two women deputy speakers.

Mrs. Neziha Zarrouk was elected deputy speaker of the Chamber of Advisors (upper house) while Mrs. Habiba Messabi was elected second deputy speaker of the Chamber of Deputies (lower house).

The percentage of women in the Tunisian new upper chamber is 15 %, while that in the lower chamber is 22.7%.

Tunisian dates conquer new markets
Exports of dates from the Tozeur region, in the country’s south (about 450 kms distant from Tunis), have increased by 10,960 tons generating foreign currency revenues equivalent to some 22.13 million dollars.

Tunisian dates have conquered new markets lately including Bulgaria, Uruguay, Jordan, Bangladesh and several African countries. On the national level, more than 50,490 tons of several varieties of dates have been exported this season, which represents an increase of 35% in comparison with last year. Date exports have yielded 99.46 million dollars worth of revenues this season.

Tozeur is the country’s biggest producer of dates, including the world famous ‘Deglet en nour’, followed by Gafsa and Sidi Bouzid. Tunisia is one of the world’s largest date exporters. Hundred of varieties of dates are produced from Tunisian palm-groves.
Tunisia qualified to the World Soccer Cup in Germany 

After a draw with Morocco (2-2), the Tunisian soccer national team qualified to the World Cup Finals scheduled next year in Germany.

Morocco led on two occasions (Chammakh - 2’ and Karjouri - 42’) but the Tunisians scored also twice (Clayton on a penalty kick – 18’ and Chedly -68’)

The Tunisian team needed only a tie to qualify while the Moroccans could not afford anything but a victory.

The cliff-hanger game took place before 65,000 spectators at the Rades 7th of November Stadium, near Tunis. Most of the spectators spilled over to the streets of the Tunisian capital where they celebrated till dawn their squad’s victory, along with thousands of other Tunisians.

This is the Tunisian football team’s 4th qualification to the world cup finals in its history.
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