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Tunisia to host a series of ITU meetings
From April 20-29, Tunisia hosts a series of meetings of the Radio-communications Bureau study group, a subgroup of the ITU.

A large number of experts and representatives of international telecommunications organizations are expected to take part.
Three meetings are scheduled to take place in Tunis. One meeting will concern radio-frequency, channel arrangement, radio-system characteristics, interconnection and maintenance. The second meeting will deal with the sharing of other services (except for fixed satellites) . The third will discuss performances and availability as well as interferences objectives and analysis and the effects of propagation.
These meetings which aim at harmonizing the different protocols of radio-communications, are part of the preparations for the oncoming WSIS that Tunisia will host November 16-18, 2005.

23rd edition of Tunis International Book fair opens
The 23rd edition of the Tunis International Book Fair offers a higher number of participating publishers and exhibited books.

The book fair will be held from April 22nd to May 4th, at the Kram fair and exhibition center, near the capital city Tunis. 

The fair includes 274 stands sponsored by 128 new publishers from the Arab world, Europe and America .

This session will attempt "to strike a balance between the various forms of publishing" , says the fair's director Mr Boubaker Ben Fredj. Books will cater to different tastes and interests.

Side events are scheduled to take place during the fair including symposiums and round tables that will discuss university press publishing, 'partnership in the publishing sector' and ' information and the book'. The current bok fair edition will feature a daily newsletter on the Fair's activities.

The Tunis International Book Fair is one of the country's major cultural events.
Higher Education: remote learning project involves Tunisian universities and the University of Georgia
A project aimed at developing cooperation in the field of distance learning as well as facilitating the exchange of graduate students and visiting professors was discussed between Mr Lazhar Bououni, the Tunisian minister of higher education and a delegation from the American University of Georgia.

The project which involves several Tunisian institutions such as the virtual university of Tunis, the university of La Manouba , the university of Sousse and the university of Georgia, is meant to promote distance training between Tunisian and American higher education institutions.
By 2006, 20% of university courses in Tunisia will be available online.
WSIS side events scheduled

The World Summit on the Information Society that Tunisia will host in November 2005, will feature a number of side events in addition to the official summit program, due to take place from November 16-18 at the El Kram exhibition hall, near Tunis.

Tunisian daily La Presse writes that based on an agreement between Tunisian authorities and the International Telecommunications Union's summit
executive secretariat, side events will include debates, workshops and exhibitions, from November 14 -19 at Le Kram exhibition hall.

The objective of these events is to foster contact between the different parties attending the summit in conformity with the resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly.

The newspaper also adds that the programme of these side events will comprise: 
- a forum entitled "Partnership for the development of the information society" that will consist of an exhibition on "the partnership for the development of information and communication technologies (ICT's). 

- A partnership area destined to concretize the various partnership agreements on the basis of the reflections of the parties concerned by the setting up of the information society. 

- Meetings, conferences, panels, workshops, presentations of projects etc. 

- Side events of a global nature. 
The deadline for the submission of applications for the organization of side events is April 30, 2005. Applications are available online at www.wsistunis2005.tn
