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Tunis WSIS 2005: Record participation in parallel events expected

Sixty two days before the official opening of the second phase of the Tunis 2005 World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), some 194 participants to the parallel events exhibit ICT 4 all, have been officially accredited and have confirmed their participation to the event. 

They include United Nations organizations, pan-Arab organizations, Government institutions, NGO’s, and private companies. Many more participants are expected to take part.

Considering the number of participants and applicants, the Tunis WSIS organizers are working hard to try and increase the space already devoted to the exhibit, representing some 16,000 square meters. The "ICT 4 all" parallel events, which are scheduled to take place, between November 14 and 19, 2005 at the El Kram main exhibition hall (PALEXPO), will run every day from 9 am to 7 pm and will be ventilated among five main basic themes.

The Tunis WSIS standing organizing committee will establish and post the parallel events programs, as well as issuing a daily information bulletin providing updated information on the various events and meetings on the agenda every day. 

"ICT 4-all", the logo of the parallel events exhibit, is meant to symbolize Tunisia’s commitment to include all parties in this major world event, with a view to narrowing the digital divide between rich and poor nations.

For more information, please visit the following web site : www.ict4all-tunis.org
Tunisia calls for the creation of the Arab Organization of Communication Technologies

Mr Abdelwahab Abdallah, Minister of Foreign Affairs, underlined the importance of setting up the Arab Organization of Communication Technologies and called for the finalization of the procedures in this regard. 


The Arab League Council adopted Tunisia’s call for the setting up the Arab Organization of 
Communication Technologies, before the advent of the Tunis WSIS next November . It also decided to accelerate procedures pertaining to the setting up of an Arab -Japanese forum.
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Mediterranean IT business event scheduled in Tunis this month  

The 3rd Mediterranean IT business encounters will take place at the El Ghazala cyber-park, in Tunis, on September 28-29, 2005.

The event, held under the aegis of the Tunisian Ministry of Communication Technologies, is organized by El Ghazala technology park and XCOM, a French IT company, specializing in the promotion of IT products in the Maghreb region. 

A number of Tunisian IT companies and start-ups are sponsoring the event.

This year’s “ Mediterranean IT business encounters” aims to establish new partnerships and initiate "strategic discussion" of IT related issues. The event is also aimed at boosting exports of IT products and services. 

Med- IT 2005 will comprise 4 sessions pertaining to the competitive advantages of Tunisia as an IT destination, to the creation of call-centers, the implementation of major administrative projects and the development of educational systems.

Apart from scheduled conferences, the event will also offer a space for exhibitions, as well as business meetings between various enterprises from the Mediterranean region.

Renewable energies in Tunisia: ambitious action plan is afoot 
 
Tunisia is intensifying efforts to boost energy saving through more efficient mechanisms for the promotion of renewable energies. 

For the next four years, the Ministry of Industry, energy and small and medium enterprises has set up with the help of the National Agency for the control of energy (ANME), an ambitious action plan expected to achieve savings of up to 144 million dinars.

Among the measures examined is the use of wind energy whose use by the private sector can 
generate up to 100 megawatts against 60 megawatts by the public sector, leading to savings of 1,7 million tons of petrol. The generalization of natural gas to some 300 industrial enterprises and 220,000 households, is also expected to save 360,000 tons of petrol. Solar captors are 
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targeted with plans afoot to set up 120,000 square meters of solar captors in households and 30,000 square meters in industrial premises. The progressive use of special energy -saving light bulbs is also on the agenda.

Finally, hopes are pinned on the progressive use of cogeneration, which offers energy savings of up to 40% through a performing technology using natural gas only, to produce thermic energy. It is expected that cogeneration will generate 110 megawatts by 2011. This technology is geared towards energy consuming industrial establishments. Some companies have already started investing in this technique.

Recently, a bill pertaining to energy consumption and the use of renewable energies was passed . It includes incentives and other promotional measures destined to boost the use of renewable energies in the country’s private and public sectors. 
Tunisian -American solidarity: Tunisian relief flights leave for the United States  

Two Tunisian military cargo planes carrying relief supplies left Tunis for the United States on Thursday. The supplies include tents, covers, foodstuff, and other items for the victims of Hurricane Katrina which hit Louisiana and other Southern states in the US.

On his part, the American ambassador in Tunis expressed his consideration for this humanitarian initiative which "testifies to the strength of the historical relations between Tunisia and the United States."

Tunisia to host African Nations Handball Championship.
Tunisia will be hosting the 2006 African Nations Handball Championship.
A decision in this regard was just taken by the African Handball Federation, it was learned.
Tunisia has already hosted, earlier this year, the World Handball Championship. It did also host last year the African Nations Football Cup.
The African Nations Handball Championship will take place in January 2006.
3
