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World Scouting movement "breaking barriers" in Tunisia conference

President Ben Ali hailed today “the vanguard role played by the world scouting movement in the training of childhood and youth" and expressed his " profound admiration for the movement’s vitality” .
The remarks were part of an address read on behalf of President Ben Ali by Prime Minister Mohamed Ghannouchi, on the occasion of the opening of the 37th World Scouts Conference at the Hammamet “Medina” complex.

Tunisia’s President called for the advent of a “culture of peace, tolerance and solidarity which can grow into a an unflinching faith of the mind and behavior, capable of solving some of the problems and challenges humanity is faced with.” 

Commenting upon the motto for this year’s World Conference, President Ben Ali said : “’Breaking barriers’ is an eloquent and courageous motto whose implementation we fully support”, adding that the scouting movement can strongly contribute to “win the race that humanity has engaged in the diverse areas of knowledge and science .. and help the young integrate with trust and confidence the knowledge society ..These are the principles we will endeavor to consecrate during the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, which will be held in our country next November.”

37 Korean Scouts, members of “Korea Scout Association”, took part to this conference among 1,500 representatives from 150 countries participating to this event.

Tunis WSIS : “Tunis Med 2005” exhibition fair hopes to target world ICT markets

From November 15 throughout November 20, 2005 the “Tunis Med” exhibition will be held in the immediate vicinity of the Kram exhibition hall, which is the WSIS main venue.

“Tunis Med” which stretches our over 60.000 square meters will accommodate more than 400 Tunisian and international high-tech Mediterranean companies.

Its main objectives is to promote a “space of partnership and encounters” between Mediterranean IT companies and other world companies, but also to provide IT companies from around the Mediterranean with an opportunity to share their know-how and promote their rich common heritage.

The “Tunis Med 2005” technological exhibition fair concept was jointly developed by the Tunis WSIS standing organizing committee(cosmsi) and a group of Italian businesses.
Third "prepcom" for Tunis 2005 WSIS Summit will take place in Geneva , September 19-30

The third and last preparatory meeting for the Tunis 2005 WSIS Summit will take place in Geneva, from September 19th to September 30, 2005. 

As in the two preceding ‘prepcoms’, held respectively in Hammamet in June 2004 and in Geneva in February 2005, the third preparatory meeting is open to Government and UN representatives, members of NGO's and representatives of the private sector.

The main items on the agenda for ‘prepcom’ 3 include the presentation of the report by the ITU Secretary General on the activities held between "prepcom 2" and this final meeting, as well as the reports on activities directly related to the WSIS. 

Apart from the issues related to the organizational part; prepcom 3 will also discuss the issue of internet governance which will be one of the issues on the agenda of the second phase of the WSIS summit which Tunisia will host under the aegis of the United Nations, on November 16-18,2005.
Ericsson signs partnership agreement with WSIS
Ericsson, the Swedish electronics and telecommunication company , has recently signed a partnership agreement with the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) organizing committee, it was announced in Tunis. 

Based on the agreement, Ericsson will contribute 500,000 US dollars to the Summit, part of which will be in the form of third generation mobile phones.
The company will also contribute to the creation of an electronics portal that will allow summit hosts to have access to the internet via the company’s third generation mobile phones. In exchange, the company will be able to advertise its latest products during the Summit.

The third generation applications portal was developed by a Tunisian-Swedish team at the company’s center for training and development at the El Ghazala technology park, in Tunis.
Huawei becomes partner for 2005 WSIS in Tunis

Huawei Technologies has agreed to pay USD 300,000 to sponsor the 2005 World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) to be held in Tunis, as part of the Chinese  telecom equipment maker’s efforts to expand its presence in Tunisia in Northern Africa.

Tunisia to host international |e-management” conference in September

A world conference on “e-management” will take place in Tunisia next month

About “ e-management: tools and methods to integrate the information society” will be held by the World E-management Consortium as part of the process leading to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), due to take place in Tunis on November 16-18,2005,
The e-management conference will take in Tunis, on September 13-14, 2005.
The presentations will be followed by round tables and workshops to discuss new trends and applications in “e-management” 
Quick development of El Ghazala cyber-park projected

El Ghazala cyber-park, north east of the capital city Tunis, will expand its capacities to house 120 enterprises by 2009. Similarly, the number of engineers working on the site will also increase to 2000. 

The cyber park now houses 40 enterprises specialized in information and communication technologies (ICTs).

On the 40 private enterprises currently based in the par, 7 are off-shore enterprises and 18 are export-oriented. The 2004 turnover for these enterprises amounted to 50 million dinars and most of their production is for export. Many of these enterprises specialize in software development as well as digital content.

The cyber-park also provides young promoters with the opportunity to set up their own projects in the field of ICT’s in a supportive and stimulating environment which is meant to favor the creation of small enterprises and thus contribute to foster employment.

Creation of five new cyber-parks in Tunisia 
As part of the government’s objectives to invest in innovative research and technological renovation, a special cabinet meeting has examined a draft bill aimed at the creation of five new technological parks in the country. The project will be realized as part of the country’s 10th development plan.

These parks will be set up respectively in Monastir, Sousse, Sfax, Bizerta and Sidi Thabet. Each of these projects will specialize in different areas of scientific research and industrial applications.

The Sousse technological park will specialize in mechanical engineering, electricity and computer science. Its initial cost is expected to reach 70 million dinars. The Sfax cyber –park will specialize in computer science and multimedia and will cost 80 million dinars. The Bizerta cyber-park will specialize in modern industrial mechanism applied to the food industry and will cost 74 million dinars. The Monastir cyber-park which will cover an area of 100 hectares, will focus on research in the area of textiles and will contribute to the technological upgrading of Tunisia’s textile industry in a highly competitive world market. Finally, the Sidi Thabet project will specialize in biotechnologies applied to the health sector and namely to the pharmaceutical industry; its estimated cost is 89 million dinars.

In 2001 there were only 2 cyber-parks in the country, currently there are 14 and their number is expected to reach 55 end of 2005.
6,6 million tourists are expected to visit Tunisia in 2005

It looks like 2005 will be record year for Tunisian tourism. The first six months of the year show already an increase of 11% of the number of visitors in the country and the second semester is expected to be confirm the trend. All in all, 6,6 million visitors are expected to visit the country in 2005, thus representing an increase of 22% in comparison with 2001, which is considered by Tunisian tourism professionals "the reference year" in terms of tourist affluence.

It is also expected that the number of French tourists will increase by 13% this year to reach 1.1 million visitors; similarly, the number of German tourists visiting Tunisia is also on the rise and is expected to grow, to reach 650,000 visitors in 2005.

So far, 847,031 Libyans have visited the country (+3,2%). They are followed by the French with 719,641 visitors(+ 21,5%), Algerians 408,711 (+1,6%), Germans 290,385 (+4,1%), Italians 261,899 (+15,6%). 

Visitors to Tunisia also come from Spain, the United Kingdom, Belgium, Malta, Scandinavia, Eastern and central Europe, Turkey, Arab countries, China and Japan..

The increase in the number of tourist entries has generated an increase in the country’s foreign currency revenue. Figures released by the Central Bank show an increase of about 38.1% of the foreign currency revenue by comparison with 2003. 
Second private radio station starts broad-casting
A new FM-radio station, the country’s second private radio, started broadcasting from the city of Sousse.

The new station is dubbed “Radio Al Jawhara” (Arabic for “Pearl Radio”, in reference to the nickname “Pearl of the Sahel” given to the to the city of Sousse).

Hannibal TV” was Tunisia’s first private satellite television station. It started broadcasting on February 13, 2005, competing with the country’s public television stations, “Tunis 7” (broadcasting by satellite) and “Channel 21” (a terrestrial broadcast station) as well with the variety of foreign stations that are accessible to Tunisian viewers via satellite. Over 60% of Tunisian households have unrestricted access to satellite television.

Tunisian olive oil gains new markets following a record production in 2005
Favorable climatic conditions are making possible a record Tunisian olive oil production this year.

The harvest is expected to place Tunisia back among the world’s biggest olive oil producers. Indeed, the 2004 export revenues are expected to constitute an increase by 519,4% , yielding some 708 million dinars by comparison with 114,3 million dinars in 2003. 

An additional 12 new countries are as of this year importing Tunisian olive oil. This brings the total number of Tunisian olive-oil importing-countries to 63. Among them : Italy (+391,8 million dinars), Spain(+143,6million dinars), USA (+43,4 million dinars).

Tunisia’s production increased from 39,900 tons in 2003 to 211,200 tons in 2004. This represents nearly a sixth-fold growth in the country’ production.

Among the ancient cultures bordering the Mediterranean Sea, the olive tree is reputed to have several curative and symbolic qualities: it cured, cleansed, served as fuel and food, but also symbolized peace. Its nutritive, therapeutic qualities have been "rediscovered" in recent decades.
