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President Ben Ali addresses foreign policy issues 


Speaking to Tunisian ambassadors abroad, President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali said Tunisia is looking forward to hosting the World Summit on the Information Society, scheduled in Tunis next November. “We look forward for this important global event as a propitious opportunity to establish channels of cooperation and partnership in the field of knowledge and sciences, " he said.

In his speech, the Tunisian leader discussed a number of regional and international issues.

Regarding the Arab Maghreb Union, a regional grouping which includes Tunisia, Libya, Algeria, Morocco and Maritania, he said Tunisia “will intensify its efforts to activate joint Maghreb action”.

Concerning the situation in the Middle East, he reiterated Tunisia’s “call on the Quartet members to provide the best conditions for the establishment of a just and lasting peace in the region through the implementation of the roadmap.” On the situation in Iraq, he express his hope “that the brotherly Iraq people will manage to recover its security and stability.”

Regarding developments in Africa, President Ben Ali expressed his satisfaction at the results achieved at the African Union Summit recently held at Syrte, Libya. He also voiced his hope these results “will help establish security and stability on our continent.”

On Tunisian-European relations, he emphasized Tunisia’s strategic partnership with the EU and its role in promoting exchanges, services and participation in European scientific and technological programs.

President Ben Ali also reiterated Tunisia’s commitment to strengthening “relations of friendship with all countries in the American continent” as well as “consolidating the bonds of friendship with Asian countries.”

The Tunisian Head of State exhorted Tunisian diplomats to “modernize their working methods” and give greater importance to economic diplomacy in order to explore further opportunities for the marketing of Tunisian products, attract foreign investment, enhance technical cooperation and take all initiatives to sustain our development efforts.”
Tunisia's celebration of Women’s Day : President Ben Ali stresses the need to generalize digital culture among women
 

On the eve of Tunisia's celebration of National Women's Day, President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali received Mrs Saloua Ayachi Labben, Minister of Women’s affairs, family, children and the elderly. 

The national holiday marks the anniversary of the Personal Status Code, a pioneering legislation guaranteeing the rights of women adopted by Tunisian Parliament on August 13, 1956.

In receiving Mrs Labebne, President Ben Ali underlined his commitment to promoting the status of women as full-fledged citizens. He also stressed the importance of promoting the full access of women to digital culture.

Celebration of national women's day is an occasion for Tunisian women to assess the progress they have accomplished in achieving equality within the law and in everyday life. It is also an occasion for festivities and various functions. The role of women in promoting information technologies is the focus of this year's celebrations,, especially that Tunisia is scheduled to host next November the World Summit on the Information Society.

Tunsian women represent 22.7 % of the members of the Chamber of Deputies and 27.6 % of city council members. They also represent 27% of the magistrates and 31% of the lawyers. More than 10,000 women run their own businesses. Young women represent no less than 57 % of university students.

The Tunisian Personal Status Code, which abolished polygamy and repudiation, has created a legal and social environment that is favorable to women. Such an environment has been reinforced by various additional measures taken since the early 90's.

Head of State presides over cabinet meeting focusing on the preparations of the 2005 WSIS 


President Ben Ali chaired a cabinet meeting focusing on the preparations for the second phase of the Tunis World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) to be held in Tunis, on November 16-18, 2005.

The meeting reviewed the preparations underway for the Summit both at the material and organizational levels, as well as the Summit’s preparatory meetings held at the regional and international levels.

The Tunisian Head of State reaffirmed the need for further efforts in order to ensure the "coordination at the international level between the different parties, governments, private sector and civil society." He also called for continued efforts "in order to ensure the best possible conditions for the Summit".

Gearing up for the Tunis WSIS: ADSL connections to be generalized in Tunisian hotels


Two workshops were recently held in Tunis and Yasmine Hammamet by the country’s major internet providers in order to help hotel managers address their needs for setting up fast (ADSL) connections on the eve of the second phase of the World on the Information Society (WSIS), that is due to take place in Tunis, on November 16- 18, 2005. 

Hotel managers expect increasing demand in the future for fast internet connections among business travelers and convention attendees. High demand is particularly expected from participants to World Summit on the Information Society. 

Two relatively low- cost types of technologies were examined during the workshops namely that of the wireless "Hi-fi" mode that makes it possible for residents to access the web through their laptop computers regardless of their location in the hotel. The second technology allows the setting up ADSL connections in hotel rooms through the electrical wiring installation already in place (online electrical carrier).

Several four and five star hotels in Tunisia are already equipped with ADSL connections.
Microsoft signs partnership agreement with WSIS organizing committee


Computer and software giant Microsoft has a partnership agreement with the standing organization committee of the Tunis World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). The software giant will put at the disposal of the Tunis organization committee a wide range of high technology products in the field of infrastructure servers, messenger services and information management, intranet and databases. Microsoft will also assist the organization committee in setting up productivity tools to ensure the daily follow up of the Summit's activities.

Mr Habib Ammar , President of the standing organization committee for the Tunis.

Samsung signs WSIS partnership agreement


Korean electronics company Samsung signed a partnership agreement with the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) organizing committee.

The agreement was signed by Mr Habib Ammar, the chairman of the standing organization committee of the WSIS and Mr Beneto Lee, chairman of Samsung Tunisia.

South Korea’s ambassador to Tunis Mrs Kim Kyung- im, attended the signing ceremony.

Based on the agreement, Samsung will contribute 300.000 US dollars to the summit, in addition to providing organizers with electronics equipment. In exchange, the company will able to display its latest technological products during the Tunis phase of the World Summit on the Information Society, scheduled in the Tunisian capital, November 16-18, 2005.

Press Release of the BCT Executive Board Meeting held on August 12, 2005

Commenting the economic outlook for the seven past months, the Director of the Executive Board of the Central Bank, announced in a press conference that the national economy was characterized in the last period by a positive development of foreign trade and improved activity in tourism and transfers from Tunisian living abroad as well as by a consolidation of the balance of services sector.

In tourism, overall bed-nights increased by 15.4% at end July 2005, leading to 5.6 percentage point improvement in the occupancy rate.

Tourist receipts in foreign currency progressed by 12.6% reaching 1.268 MTD in the first half of 2005.(1$ = 1.3 T.D)

Work remittances transferred by Tunisians living abroad increased by 5.3% to reach 744 MTD in the first seven months of 2005.

As for foreign trade, both exports and imports of goods grew by 9% and 7.3% respectively in the first half of 2005 vs. 11.7% and 8.5% in the same period of last year.

Exports’ rise concerned particularly mechanical and electrical industries(17.3%) and miscellaneous industries(16.6%) phosphate and derivates(13%) and energy(38.9%) whereas exports of textile and clothing posted a virtual standstill. Imports rise concerned energy(33%), capital goods(6.6%), raw materials and semi-finished goods.
Foreign currency reserves totaled 5.512 MTD on August 10, 2005, corresponding to four months of import vs. 4,321 MTD or 105 days a year earlier.

In this context, the deficit of the current account remained under control, coming in at 0.5% of GDP compared to 1% in the first half of 2004.
In terms of monthly drift, consumer price general index rose 0.2% in July compared to 0.4% rise a month before. At the end of the first seven months of the year, the inflation rate was limited to 1.4% vs. 4.7% over the same period of 2004.

From the beginning of the year up to August 11, the Tunisian Dinar depreciated by 8.8% against the US dollar and appreciated by 0.2% against the Euro.

Considering these evolutions, the Executive Board of the Central Bank of Tunisia decided to maintain the same key interest rate, while keeping keen attention on the surging of oil prices.
