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Tunisian participation at the WSIS ministerial preparatory meeting in Rio de Janeiro 

Tunisia has taken part in the regional, ministerial conference for Latin America and the Caribbean. The conference, which is part of the Tunis WSIS’s preparatory events, was attended by more than 400 participants. The Tunisian delegation was led by Mr Montasser Ouaili, Minister of information and communication technologies. 

During the event, the Tunisian Minister highlighted the importance of the second phase of the Tunis WSIS “which should be the Summit of concrete solutions aiming at the narrowing of the digital gap and the digital integration of developing countries.”

He further called upon the participating countries to participate actively and at a high level in the Tunis Summit as well as in the scheduled parallel events. A "Rio de Janeiro Declaration" was adopted by participants at the end of the conference.

National Day for the protection of the environment: Head of State presides over a ceremony, awards prizes
The Medinine Institute for Arid Areas has received a top presidential award for the protection of the environment in Tunisia. 

The institute received the award from President Ben Ali, Saturday, on the occasion of the celebration of the National day for cleanliness and the protection of the environment,

The Medenine Institute for Arid Areas, which was created in 1976, aims at conducting research on the fauna and flora of arid and semi-arid areas. Staffed by 71 researchers and technicians, the institute’s 11 laboratories are also specialized in the fight against desertification and the protection of endangered species. 

The institute’s scientific research, is widely published in international journals, has allowed for important scientific breakthroughs. Future plans include the setting up of a technological park aimed at conducting research in renewable energies, as well as exploiting the Sahara’s scientific wealth.
Major French telecommunication group increases its operations in Tunisia
SAGEM, France’s second largest telecommunications group, has recently set up a new industrial unit in Ben Arous, near Tunis. The group started its operations in Tunisia in 2003 with a workforce of only 80. Today, the group employs 1,007 workers including 260 engineers and technicians. 
The plant, which was inaugurated on Friday by Mr Mohamed Nouri Jouini, Minister of development and international cooperation, specializes in the production of high technology products such as integrated and centralized remote controls, ADSL technologies, optical fiber telecommunications cables and different networking and telecommunications products. It currently produces 5 million magnetic cards as well as 800,000 items per year. All of its production is destined for export.
With an investment cost of 10,000,000 dinars, it is poised to increase its activities further. The group is already planning to set up a research and development center (R&D): “Sagem Software and Technologies.” It also plans to double its workforce in Tunisia by employing 2000 workers in the near future.
Expressing his “satisfaction” at the quality of the Tunisian- French cooperation, Mr Jouini said that it represented “a privileged partnership”, adding that “we are committed to support you in order to facilitate your work.” SAGEM’s Director General in Tunisia Mr Penalver declared that the “high added value is the future.” Evoking the quality of Tunisian know-how, he also said that “with one quarter of the group’s work force composed of cadres..cost is important but it must also be linked to criteria of both quality and proximity.”
President Ben Ali receives Secretary General of the Islamic Conference Organization
President Ben Ali received, Thursday, Mr Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the Islamic Conference Organization.
In a statement after the meeting, Mr Ihsanoglu said that he had briefed President Ben Ali on the Organization’s reform projects, namely the Organization’s Charter, as well as the amendments aimed at promoting the Organization and adding efficacy to its initiatives so that it may voice the aspirations of Islamic States and thus contribute to meeting the challenges they face.

The Organization’s Secretary General also said that : “the meeting has also raised the dangers facing Al Qods (Jerusalem), the desacration of the Quran, as well as the aggressions that the Islamic world is facing and that are aimed at its sacred symbols.”

He further added that he had “greatly appreciated the Tunisian Head of State’s advice as well his thoughts concerning the future of the Islamic nation and its actions. President Ben Ali who is perfectly cognizant with the issues raised, has expressed his support to the promotion of Islamic action and solidarity.” 
Maghrebi investment Bank to be launched by 2006
The Secretary General of the Union of the Arab Maghreb (UMA), which groups Tunisia, Libya, Algeria, Morocco and Mauritania, announced that the Maghrebi Bank for investment and external trade (BMICE) will be operational in 2006.

Mr Habib Boulares, made the statement in an address to the 10 th Conference of Maghrebi Bank presidents on the topic of "Development of Maghrebi Banks and preservation of their financial assets.” Noting that the union of Maghrebi Banks will facilitate the transfer of capital as well as services within the countries of the Union, he stressed the need to coordinate efforts in terms of the choice of financial and monetary policies as well as exchange rates systems, with the aim of setting up a common Maghrebi currency.

The creation of the Maghrebi Bank, whose project dates from 2002, aims at helping the countries of the Maghreb to boost investment and to intensify trade exchanges, in addition to allowing for a greater fluidity and mobility of goods and services in the region.

Mr Boulares added that a number of financial institutions both inside and outside the Maghreb, believe that the concretization of the project can be achieved within a reasonable span of time and in conformity with the region’s economic development.
Special cabinet meeting dedicated to WSIS preparations 
President Ben Ali chaired a cabinet meeting dedicated to preparations under way towards the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society to be held, in Tunisia, next November .

The meeting reviewed the efforts undertaken at the international level in order to find appropriate solutions to the questions that will on the agenda of the Summit. It also discussed material preparations for the Summit and on the results of Tunisia's participation in preparatory regional and international conferences for the WSIS.

The Tunisian Head of State insisted on the necessity of strengthening Tunisia's presence in the Summit's preparatory meetings as well as the need of working to ensure the success of this major international event, with its meetings and parallel events.
Tunisian phosphates exports soar: turnover of Tunisian Chemical Group increases by 160%
Tunisia’s chemical group (GCT) which ensures the transformation and export of the country’s phosphates production has increased its turnover by 160% in 2004. The amount of phosphates-ammonium transformed has reached 6,6 million tons, whereas that of phosphoric acid reached 1,7 million tons representing an increase respectively of 4% and 12% in comparison with 2003. 

The group strengthened its position in all its foreign markets: (+44%) in Asia, (+39) in Latin America, (+22%) in Europe, and (+28%) in Africa and the Middle East. This performance takes place in a bullish market amidst soaring prices of raw materials. The financial audit firm “Maghreb Rating” credits the sector with an AA rating for the third consecutive year.

Most of Tunisia’s phosphate production is extracted from the mining areas located in the Gafsa Governorate in the South West of the country.
Tunis seminar prepares the ground for participation by the handicapped to WSIS
Facilitating the participation of the handicapped to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) was among the key topics discussed in a Tunis seminar.
"The information society and the handicapped" was the topic of this seminar organized in Tunis by the “Basma” Association for the Promotion of Employment among the Handicapped. The event took place in the Ariana Techonolgy Park, on May 29th, which marks the National Day for the handicapped in Tunisia.

In his opening address, Mr. Montasser Ouaili, Minister of communication and information technologies, highlighted the main objective of the Seminar which was to examine the ways and means allowing the handicapped to make use of the new ICT’s and adapt them to their needs.

Adding that “no one should be excluded from the information society” the Minister also stressed the fact that the forum was also aimed at encouraging the greatest number of associations for the promotion of the handicapped to take part in the second phase of the Tunis WSIS, which will take place on November 16-18, 2005 in Tunisia.

Mr. Ouaili further said that Tunisia will facilitate the participation of the handicapped to the Summit by offering them transportation and providing information and communication tools adapted to their specific needs in the various workshops they will attend. He also said that there would be a 25% reduction on internet costs for the handicapped and that an e-handicapped system was being elaborated, to allow the handicapped to have access to distance learning.

The “Basma” charitable association for the promotion of employment among the handicapped is chaired by Tunisian First Lady, Mrs. Leila Ben Ali. There are currently 59 NGO’s and other associations in Tunisia active in the promotion of the handicapped.
The 41st edition of the Carthage International Festival opens on July 9, 2005
The 41st edition of the Carthage International Festival will run from July 9 throughout August 15, 2005.

It will attempt this year reconcile a world view of culture with a typical Tunisian artistic touch.

In addition to the renowned Roman Theater which will host the shows attended by large audiences such as the opening and closing ceremonies , the festival will open up four more perfomance venues. These are: the Ennejma Ezzahra Center for Arab And Mediterranean music, the newly revamped La Marsa Ibdillya Palace, the Carthage Museum terrace and The Carthage Acropolium, which will be the scene of poetry readings in both Arabic and French.

This year’s edition will offer about 100 shows, 60 % of which are Tunisian or Arab productions featuring such artists as Fadhel Jaziri, Latifa Arfaoui, and Lotfi Bouchnaq, while the remaining 40% will come from the rest of the world , with such emblematic figures as French ballet choreographer Maurice Bejart and singer Patricia Kaas. 
This year’s festival will provide an open space for dance, music, drama, light entertainment and traditional tarab entertainment will be performed . 
Tunisia and U.S moving towards an FTA Agreement

The second round of the Tunisia- US trade talks which started on June 13, 2005  in the capital Tunis, are focused on progress of the bilateral trade during the past year and the prospects  for the countries to set  a Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

 
Leading the US side discussions of the Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) in Tunis, Ms. Catherine Novelli, one of America's top trade negotiators, made it clear that talks with the Tunisian Government are still in a preparatory stage but perspectives for concluding  the agreement are good.  
 
During a press conference, Ms. Catherine Novelli talked of Tunisia's progress so far, mentioning the fact that it was the first country in the region to join the World Trade Organization (WTO) and saw a 104% rise in exports in 2003-04. She also mentioned the country's potential for trade and cooperation. 


In signing the TIFA accord with Tunisia in 2002, Washington laid the basis for further developments in bilateral trade, after a 1989 investment treaty had solved the problem of double taxation between the two countries. 

According to the US State Department, in 2004 Tunisia exported some $258m of goods and services to the US, whilst importing $209m in return. Although US exports to Tunisia have remained reasonably constant over the last 10 years, averaging out at around $250m, flows in the other direction have jumped to their current levels from being only around $60m in the mid-1990s. They more than doubled in 2003-04.

Tunisia: Career Women 


Scores of Middle Eastern and North African businesswomen visited Tunis for a series of conferences organised in partnership with the US State Department. The Business Women's Summit, which falls under the umbrella of the US Middle Eastern Partnership Initiative (MEPI), aims to promote and develop the interests of Arab women entrepreneurs throughout the region. 

Between May 24 and 26, a full schedule of training workshops, presentations and round tables brought together over 200 high-level Arab businesswomen, their American counterparts and MEPI representatives. Also participating are alumnae of the Business Internship Program (BIP), another US-funded initiative to offer young Arab businesswomen a month-long internship in the US. 

That Tunis was chosen to host the event is no great surprise The status of women here is more advanced than in almost all other Arab countries, ever since Former President Bourguiba's progressive, post-independence policies began promoting a more equal balance between the sexes. Nowadays, the growing economic and political participation of women in Tunisia is in some ways setting an example for other Arab countries. 

The wearing of the veil is restricted, women represent over 30% of the workforce and occupy more than 22 of parliament seats and 20% of local council seats. According to the UN Development Programme, women's personal status is generally equal to that of men.


No surprise, either, then that the MEPI programme opened up its regional office in Tunis back in August 2004. In conjunction with American embassies in respective countries, it will co-ordinate US reform efforts in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt and Lebanon. The initiative was launched in late 2003 and has a budget of some $293m set aside over four fiscal years. Under the overall auspices of the US State Department, the initiative has four pillars - politics, economics, education and women - and is a key component of the overall US goal of promoting democracy throughout the Middle East and North Africa.
