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“Looking Ahead” to the Tunis WSIS: Tunisia celebrates World Telecommunication Day 2005
Tunisia celebrated World Telecommunication Day 2005. 
Several events were held to commemorate this important event including ‘The third Mediterranean conference on information and communication technologies (ICTs)’ whose venue this year was the El Ghazala technological park in Tunis. Addressing the meeting, Mrs. Khadija Ghariani, Secretary of State in charge of computer science, the internet and free software, stressed Tunisia’s strategy of digital solidarity and digital culture in terms of promoting ITC’s. Mrs. Ghariani also indicated that "Tunisia’s choice for hosting the second phase of the WSIS marks a new international recognition of the progress achieved by the country in terms of ITC’s as well as sound development policies.”

This year’s celebration also marks two other landmarks namely the 140th anniversary on May 17, 2005 of the International Telecommunications Union ( ITU) as well as the oncoming Tunis World Summit on the information Society (WSIS) to be held on November 16-18,2005. The topic of this year’s World Day is: ‘Creating an Equitable Information Society: Time For Action.’

In a statement released on the occasion of the World Telecommunication Day 2005, ITU’s Secretary General, Mr. Yuoshio Utsumi, wrote that: “ The second phase of the Summit to be held this November in Tunis, will measure the progress we have made in fulfilling the specific objectives of the Geneva phase and will call on all the stakeholders to transform the political will expressed at the first phase into long-term commitments."

Mr. Utsumi added: “ Looking Ahead to Tunis, the true test of an engaged empowered and equitable Information Society will be the extent to which today’s powerful knowledge-based communications tools are able to connect different peoples across geographic, knowledge and information divides, especially in the most impoverished countries. The time for action is now." 

The Secretary General of the ITU hails Tunisia's preparedness for the second phase of the WSIS

Mr Hatem Ben Salem Secretary of State for foreign Affairs, met in Geneva with the Secretary General of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) who expessed his satisfaction with "the quality of the preparations" for the Tunis Summit on the World Information Society (WSIS), to be held in Tunisia on November 16-18, 2005. 
In Geneva, the Secretary of state for Foreign Affairs also met with the Chairman of the WSIS preparatory Committee, the ambassadors of the Western countries, members of the WSIS preparatory Committee bureau, as well as with the WSIS Executive Director.
Mr Ben Salem reaffirmed Tunisia's commitment to ensuring the success of the Tunis Summit as well as its determination to cooperate with participating governments, international organizations, civil society and private sector.

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan calls upon member states to take part "at the highest level" in the Tunis WSIS 
In a statement published in New York on the occasion of the World Day for Telecommunications, marking the celebration of 140th anniversary of the creation of the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), the United Nations Secretary General Mr Kofi Annan called for the participation "at the highest level" of member states to the Tunis World Summit on the Information Society, due to take place on November 16-18, 2005. 

In his statement, the UN Secretary General declared : "We live at a time when communication between peoples is essential to realize common objectives such as development and peaceful coexistence. The latest advances in the field of information and communication technologies have reinforced in exponential manner our capacity to interconnect. We must exploit the potential offered by these technologies to ensure that all of the planet's inhabitants benefit from the advantages of education, health care, trade and the protection of the environment." 

Mr Annan added," I invite member states and all the other stakeholders to reaffirm the pledge they have taken to contribute to this process by taking part at the highest level in the second phase of the Summit which is due to take place next November in Tunis." 

Calling for the narrowing of the technological divide, the UN Secretary General also said, "together we can build a true world information society, for the greatest benefit of all the planet's inhabitants."

