KENAF
Kenaf (Hibiscus cannabinus L., Malvaceae) is a warm season annual fiber crop closely related to cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L., Malvaceae) and okra (Abelmoschus esculentus L., Malvaceae) that can be successfully produced in a large portion of the United States, particularly in the southern states. As the commercial use of kenaf continues to diversify from its historical role as a cordage crop (rope, twine, and sackcloth) to its various new applications including paper products, building materials, absorbents, and livestock feed, choices within the decision matrix will continue to increase and involve issues ranging from basic agricultural production methods to marketing of kenaf products. These management decisions will require an understanding of the many different facets of kenaf production as a fiber, feed, and seed crop.

KENAF fibers & core are already used in the following industries:

· Automotive industry – substitute & replacement of synthetic fibers & fillers

· Green Building – decking roofing

· Furniture – many kinds of MDF types board

· Paper – substitute of wood chips for pulping

· Petroleum – absorbents & mud additive

· Bio-Energy – as a source for cellulose-ethanol

· Environment hazardous – absorbents of many types of chemicals from soil & water
Mission objectives are:
· To foster closer cooperation in natural fiber development Bio-composite materials and building materials based product and it related issues;

· To promote trade in fiber and Bio-composite products;

· To exchange information and share experience in the development of fiber and Bio-composite industries;

· To promote R&D cooperation in fiber and Bio-composite materials. 

